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FOR AN ACT ENTITLED, An Act to provide for a driver license suspension and a civil penalty1

for certain thefts of gasoline.2

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA:3

Section 1. That chapter 22-30A be amended by adding thereto a NEW SECTION to read4

as follows:5

No person may drive a motor vehicle so as to cause the vehicle to leave the premises of an6

establishment at which gasoline offered for retail sale was dispensed into the fuel tank of the7

motor vehicle unless the payment of the authorized charge for the gasoline dispensed has been8

made. A violation of this section is petty theft as provided by § 22-30A-17. In addition to the9

penalties provided by § 22-30A-17, the court, upon a conviction for theft of gasoline as10

described by this section, shall suspend the convicted person's driver license. The court shall11

forward the suspended driver license to the Department of Public Safety. The first suspension12

of a driver license pursuant to this section shall be for a period of six months. A second or13

subsequent suspension of a driver license pursuant to this section shall be for a period of one14

year.15

Section 2. That chapter 22-30A be amended by adding thereto a NEW SECTION to read16
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as follows:1

If a motor vehicle is used in violation of section 1 of this Act and the driver of the vehicle is2

unknown, the motor vehicle is subject to a civil penalty of two hundred fifty dollars. The state's3

attorney of the county in which the violation occurred shall commence a civil in rem proceeding4

against the vehicle. If it is established by a preponderance of the evidence that the vehicle was5

used in a violation of section 1 of this Act, the court shall assess a civil penalty against the6

vehicle. The civil penalty shall be a lien on the vehicle until the penalty is satisfied.7


